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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2025 AT BROADWAY METHODIST CHURCH, HORTON

4372 ATTENDANCE. Cllrs Barry Mosley, Chair, Peter Babbington, Ann Winter, Mick Schmidt, 
Hannah Massey & Jack Martin. Clerks C Duff & Z Bougourd. Cllr Sue Osborne. One member 
of the public was in attendance. Cllr Mosley introduced Zannette Bougourd as the newly appointed Clerk.
4373 APPROVAL OF APOLOGIES – no apologies were received, Cllr A Johnson did not attend.

4374 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None noted.
 	

4375 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING (JULY). The minutes were approved and 
      signed. Proposed by Cllr Martin seconded Cllr Mosley. Approved.

4376 CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR – NOTIFICATION OF VACANCY. Noted that Alex Newman, co- 
              opted at the last meeting had withdrawn his application. No forms were completed by Mr   
              Newman. Clerk to notify Somerset Council of casual vacancy. Action Clerk.

4377 BLACKDOWN HILLS PARISH NETWORK MEMBERSHIP. After discussion it was agreed that  
             this was of limited interest to the PC and did no warrant formal membership, further   
             information will be tabled as and when received. 

4378 HIGHWAYS/VILLAGE MAINTENANCE: It was noted that the current contractor was keeping 
     the grass cut and the general appearance of the area was satisfactory. PC need a  
     specification for the contractor allowing for seasonal requirements. Clerk will forward draft 
     specification to Cllr Martin. The two metal bins will be emptied in the Biffa bin and stored
     Cllr Massey will empty bins, Cllr Mosely will store them. The Biffa bin will be monitored for 
     excess or inappropriate usage. Action Cllrs Massey, Martin & Mosley.

4379 PLAYING FIELD – MONTHLY UPDATE. The Audit report from the Play area inspection was 
      tabled and noted. Agreed that no urgent matters had been identified. Report will be 
      referred to Cllr Johnson. Cllr Massey will revert with a quote for the memorial bench in  
      recognition of Cllr Ray Bucklers’s service to the Village. Action Cllr Massey & Clerk.

4380 SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE – MONTHLY UPDATE: It was noted that the SID has been 
switched off since July. Agreed to re-connect the device,(Cllr Martin) also noted that data is recorded even when the device is switched off. The installation of the additional SID is waiting for the  appropriate pole to be ordered and installed. Cllr Johnson to contact Grant Taylor re pole. 
     Action Cllrs Johnson & Martin. Clerk to pass Highways officer details to Cllr Mosley. 

4381 DEFIBRILLATOR: Noted that the PC have received two further invoices for the electric supply
    to the cabinet from Capital Resolve. After discussion it was agreed to pay the latest invoice, 
    Clerk will contact SSE to request that the cabinet is disconnected. Clerk will also contact SSE 
    and request an up to date invoice. There may be a case to re-locate the device however that
    will be brought back to a future meeting. Action Clerk to contact SSE



Page 1376

4382 HORTON PROJECTS: 
a. Grant funding request – St Peters Church. Agreed to grant the requested amount subject to a formal application being received – defer to next meeting. Clerk to send form to SPC representative
b. Bus shelter refurbishment – after discussion it was agreed that Cllrs Babbington & Schmidt will paint the interior with appropriate paint. There may be an opportunity for school pupils to contribute to further appropriate decoration.  
Action Cllrs Babbington & Schmidt.
4383 FINANCE: 
a. To approve the following: 		
i. 2025/6 financial statement – approved 
ii. Clerk  C Duff payment - agreed
iii. Broadway Methodist Church – bookings – awaiting invoice
iv. St Peters Church Grant request -see item 4382a
v. Blackdown Hills Parish Network – membership payment declined – see item 4377
vi. Grass cutting – M Salaman - agreed
vii. The Play Inspection Company - agreed
viii. Capital Resolve SSE– see item 4381

4384 CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE: 
a) Walking map for Crewkerne & Ilminster LCN areas – Cllr Winter will continue to liaise and report back to a future meeting.
b) Grit bin – the bin has not been used, Cllr Martin will check and report back if necessary. Action Cllr Martin. 
c) Hastoe Housing – PC advised of vacant property – no action required.

4385 REPORTS TO NOTE: 
i. Somerset Council -flags on roundabouts
ii. Somerset Council – Sunday parking charges

4386 VERBAL REPORT FROM Cllr SUE OSBORNE: 
i. GLEESON DEVELOPMENT: Noted that the Gleeson proposed development is still in the early stages of proposed planning. The PC cannot act or prepare any material objections until an application for outline consent has been received. HPC intend to seek advice from a planning consultant as soon as possible when the application is made. CPRE will also be consulted at the appropriate time. 
ii. Noted that due to limited staff resources SC implemented a 12 week application consideration/decision only policy  – this is due to end in mid October 2025. 
iii. LOCAL ELECTION CHARGES: Clerk asked for clarification regarding recent notification through a neighbouring Parish that SC intend to charge up to 4.5K for a contested election to fill  casual vacancy . Cllr Osborne had emailed SC and will revert when a reply is received. Noted that for small Parishes the implementation of this level of cost is simply prohibitive and would appear to be SC devolving costs to Parishes due to their budget challenges. Action Cllr Osborne.
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4387 Clerk pay arrangements and training. Z Bougourd tabled the salary breakdown. Agreed to  
     			set up SO with Natwest. ZB intends to commence CiLCA training next year,
the cost will be split with Ash & Donyatt Parishes. Cost circa £265 plus textbook. There are five in person sessions in Wells, the Clerk will look to recover time and travel costs for these sessions.

Meeting closed at 20.24hrs. Next meeting 09th October 2025.
